
small ideas  
for writing assignments5



Don’t let it interfere with good teaching
- Ensuring academic integrity can be costly (time, energy)
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Prioritize thinking over facts
What are you surprised by, and why?  

What does this remind you of?  
What are you still unsure about?  

Why do you think… (things are this way)?  
How does this relate to what you already know about? 

What claims would you challenge?
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Challenging for genAI because… 

difficult to get genAI to write “I” statements  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Prioritize thinking over facts

Supports learning because… 

students make connections,  
which supports understanding & memory 



Rubric for end-of-semester project

50%



Ask for explicit connections to the course
- to course materials, class discussion, lecture, etc.
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Ask for explicit connections to the course
- to course materials, class discussion, lecture, etc.

Challenging for genAI because… 

it doesn’t have access to these resources  

Supports learning because… 

students make connections,  
which supports understanding & memory 



Ask students to relate to their lives
- daily life, pop culture, beliefs, background, future career, etc.
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Ask students to relate to their lives
- daily life, pop culture, beliefs, background, future career, etc.

Supports learning because… 

connections made to the self are 
especially potent for memory

Challenging for genAI because… 

genAI doesn’t have access 



If background knowledge is glue, information about the self is super glue

SELF
Background 
Knowledge

SUPER Sticky









Make learning fun & interesting
- Drives authentic engagement
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Make learning fun & interesting
- Drives authentic engagement

Supports learning because… 

students more likely to pursue course 
topics

Challenging for genAI because… 

not as fun to use 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Don’t let it interfere with good teaching

Reminder:
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